
 
 

 
Jesus said, “Strive to enter through the narrow door.” 
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As We Gather 
It often seems that God has laid an impossible task before us. How can He draw from all nations, and 
how can He work through us to do it? But this is God, for whom nothing is impossible, and the same 
God who has insisted that He speaks through the voices of His people. That means the task before us 
is to speak faithfully God’s Word and so reflect the loving heart of our heavenly Father, who has sent 
His Son to redeem His fallen world. But we don’t act alone. The Holy Spirit works through the Word—
even when it is spoken by our voices. God has called us here with the gracious invitation of His Word, 
to strengthen and equip each of us to share that same gracious invitation of Christ, crucified and risen 
for the salvation of the world. 

 
Prelude “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” P. Manz 
 
Opening Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #700
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
    Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
    Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
    Set our hearts at liberty. 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
    Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
    Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
    Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Text: Public domain 

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
Opening Sentences 

P From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 

C all flesh shall come to worship before the Lord. 

P Do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by Him. 

C For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every child whom He receives. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

We pause to remember our sins before Almighty God… 



P Loving Father, 

C we are by nature sinful and unclean. Though we deserve nothing but death for our 

sins, in Your mercy, You have given Your Son to die for us. For Jesus’ sake, please 

forgive us, and open our hearts to the freedom of life in Your Holy Spirit. 

P Beloved in the Lord, we are not consumed, because the Lord’s compassion never fails. His 

mercies are new every morning, and great is God’s faithfulness. Therefore, as a called and 

ordained servant of Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 117; antiphon: Psalm 96:6a; 115:18 
P Splendor and majesty are before him; 
C we will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 
P Praise the LORD, all nations! 
C Extol him, all peoples! 
P For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
C and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Splendor and majesty are before him; 
we will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together. 
C Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by Your Word 

and Spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading T  Final Judgment and Glory of the Lord  T Isaiah 66:18-23 
        18“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and 
tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19and I will set a sign among them. And from them 
I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to 
the coastlands afar off, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory 
among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the 
LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain 
Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of 
the LORD. 21And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD. 22“For as the new 
heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your offspring 
and your name remain. 23From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall 
come to worship before me, declares the LORD.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Anthem of Praise Duet “Let’s Sing About God’s Love” N. Sleeth 
 
Epistle T  Do Not Grow Weary  T Hebrews 12:4-24 
        4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5And 
have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating 
you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without discipline, 
in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Besides this, we have 
had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to 
the Father of spirits and live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but 
he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11For the moment all discipline seems 
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it. 12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 
14Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to 
it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, 
and by it many become defiled; 16that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his 
birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he 
was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. 18For you have not come 
to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19and the sound of a 
trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 
20For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be 
stoned.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22But you have 
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to 
God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,24and to Jesus, the mediator of a 
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  The Narrow Door  T Luke 13:22-30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
        22[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 
23And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to 
enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25When 
once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock 
at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 
26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27But 
he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 
28In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29And people will come from 
east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, 
some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  
 T  Confession of Faith  T Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” #680 sts. 1, 3 & 5

1 Thine the amen Thine the praise 
    Alleluias angels raise 
Thine the everlasting head 
    Thine the breaking of the bread 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
    Thine the harvest then the cup 
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up 
lifted up. 

 
3 Thine the truly Thine the yes 

    Thine the table we the guest 
Thine the mercy all from Thee 
    Thine the glory yet to be 

 
 

 Then the ringing and the singing 
    Then the end of all the war 
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore 
evermore. 

 
5 Thine the glory in the night 

    No more dying only light 
Thine the river Thine the tree 
    Then the Lamb eternally 
Then the holy holy holy 
    Celebration jubilee 
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness 
only Thee only Thee. 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 

Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Sermon  



Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation 

T  SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven...  

 
The Words of Our Lord 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 

Piano Selection “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” V. Hildner 
 

 “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” #915
1 Today Your mercy calls us 

    To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
    Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
    Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
    And make us clean today. 

 

2 Today Your gate is open, 
    And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
    And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
    A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
    A glorious crown in heav’n. 
  

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


3 Today our Father calls us; 
    His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
    Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
    How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
    It is our Father’s home. 

 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, 
    O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
    When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
    To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
    One ear will hear our prayer. 

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 “There Is a Balm in Gilead” #749
ref There is a balm in Gilead 

    To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
    To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
1 Sometimes I feel discouraged 

    And think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 
    Revives my soul again. Refrain 

 

2 If you cannot preach like Peter, 
    If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus 
    And say He died for all. Refrain 

 
3 Don’t ever feel discouraged, 

    For Jesus is your friend; 
And if you lack for knowledge, 
    He’ll ne’er refuse to lend. Refrain 

Text: African American spiritual 
Text: Public domain 

Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray. We thank You, Heavenly Father, for making us Your own sons and daughters through 

baptism, and for strengthening our faith in the death and resurrection of Your Son for our 
forgiveness. Help us to strive each day in this faith, that we may live in love for You and for our 
neighbors; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “Glory Be to Jesus” #433 sts. 1-3, 5-6
1 Glory be to Jesus, 

    Who in bitter pains 
Poured for me the lifeblood 
    From His sacred veins! 

2 Grace and life eternal 
    In that blood I find; 
Blest be His compassion, 
    Infinitely kind! 



 
3 Blest through endless ages 

    Be the precious stream 
Which from endless torment 
    Did the world redeem! 

 
5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
    Make their glad reply. 

 
6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder 
    Praise the precious blood! 

 
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.;  

             tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Glory Be to Jesus” T. Stelzer 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Vocalists:  Lori Freeze & Susan E. Volk 
Lector:  David Witkosky 
Altar Flowers:  With thanksgiving on Patrick Buckley’s 1st Birthday 
Altar Care:  Sue Lilja 
Altar Care:  Sandy Barry (Wednesdays) 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing 
House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 

family: 

Rev. George Mrochen  Betty Kruckow 

Beverly Fishbaugh   Greg Block 

Dawn McNicholas  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Roy Hodgeman 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer   The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex  Patricia Murdoch 

Gloria Crook   Lois Kaminske 

Flora Jones    

 

 

We give thanks with Patrick Buckley and his family 

for God’s blessings as he celebrates his 1st birthday 

August 24. 

 

 

Announcements & Notes: 
 

The Ladies Guild will need many members to assist 

with their September 17th Vendor Craft Fair.  Please 

think about how you might be able to help either with 

setting up on the day before the event or on the 

Saturday of the event.  A listing of needs, including 

donations of baked goods for a bake sale, is listed on 

a clipboard on the counter next to the church office.  

Please sign up to help make this fair a success! 
 

Please see the included flyer for the Parking Lot Party! 

 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Eric Kessling   Barb & Emily Feehan 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Autumn Kessling 

Shirley Fairchild   Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres   Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk  Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland   Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford   Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel   Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi   Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Paul Moeller 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

Mark Fishbaugh   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Mary Beth Pasqua’s sister 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your need for 

our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-1040. 

  



 


